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MINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROUL AGENCGY
Division of Selid Waste :
mnforcement Section

Status of Investigative Study Relating to.an
Industrial Waste Dump in Onkdale, Minmesota

“ October 28, 1980

1S5UE STATEMENT

The Mirnmescta Pollution Contrel Agency's Tndustrial and Hazardous Waste
Enforcement Section in the Division of Solid Waste (DSW) has n@nn condun ':1!1?{
an investigation of an abandoned dump site located in the soulh ¥ of Sec
18, Township 29 North, Range 21 West in Ockdale, Minnesota. The investigalbion
began in May of 1978, however, not until r‘u‘@nLLy dicd H’)b invesh Lpf iy I:F;tveal
that there are two separate disposal areas “located in t
another. The investlg’“s ion also revealed that bhoth oi {,
dumping as well as the burying of industri:d chemic
held on Ocltober 13, 1980, wi ih all kniown part 3
dump site and the Agency's staff updated thom on the “ng eyl [;“(}.‘7{ nt inves:
gation

T, Bac‘ Kpround:

May 29, _l_‘)_:{_bl - Bill Hemnings, an Oakdale resident. i=zoued a complaint whout o~
the Oaikdale dump site and that a reddish-yellow lenchabe was surfacing on
areas of the dump.

ung 19, - 1978 ~ The MPCA's Division of Water Quality refers the Onkdaie
durp site investigation over to the Division of Solid Waste.
June 21, 1978 - Two Agency staff investigated what appeared to be an
abandoned municipal dump. The investigation report noted that there were
:‘nau’:y_pil&:s of plastic packaging material which they thought may have come
from 3M.
July 7, 1978 - The Agency sent a letter to the Oskdale city admin
advising him of the presence of the Oakdale dump and redque:
From the cily regarding the site.
July 17, 1978 - The Oskdale city administrator responsed to the Agencyts
letter but provided little information.
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March 12, 1979 - 'The Agency coritacted Bill Herrend 5 (eomp! mlmr.L; Loy inform
0 him that the Agency would be taking « "stand by" afq:;pm:xch concerning the
é A

Oakdale site pending development of the site.

May 24, 197 1979 - An Agerncy ataff menmber is apain assipgned to the Cakdale dump

site to investigate the site and make recommendations.

June 28, 1979 - Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing (3¥) response by letter
“to Agency's request concerning thelr irtvolvement with the Oakdale dump site.
M acknowledged their use of the site but cnly for disposal of iapt, hurdened

regin and miscellaneous scrap.

Septomber A4, 1979 - A member of the DEW Enlorcement Section's stall conducted

a field investigation of the Oakdale dump silte as a pert of an abandored dump

survey of the metropolitan area.

‘v‘f‘\}.nr"il 28, 1980 - Arnolpher field investigabion was performed at’ the Ookdale -dump

site to investigabe the possibility that the dump site may have accepted chemic

wastes. 1t was determined that a more detailed investigation was in order.

Maw 13, 1980 - The Mirmesota Department Of Transportation submitted to the

Agency a report of ths soil borings that were dug prior to the construcltion of

State Highway 212.  The report indicated that borings were riol done in the

vicinily of the dunp due to the polentinl hazards invelved.

June 5, 1980 — 3M as well as one of the present property owners was contocted

“by "letter to request more precise information concerning past disposa

 Oakdale dump site.

June 9, 1980 -~ The present property owner responded tc the Agency letter of
inquiry. He stated that the property in question was purc hased in 1061 and
that the dump site was already abandoned. His future plans for the site

included possible commercial development.

July 11, ]QBD - 3M responds to letter of inguiry and confirms that industrial

chemical waste (heptane, toluene, methyl-et hyl ketone and acetone) were Jiupose

at the Owkdale dump. 3M also provided information as to the histury of the

disposal site and possible contact persons.

August 6, 1880 - The Agency requests information by letter from a past

property owner and operator of the disposal site concerning site disposal

K : » practices during the 19%50s.
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August 13, 1980 - The past property owner and site operatort responded to

Agency's requests and indicated .that he had contracted with several companies.
gn haut thelr waste to the Oskdale dump, however, the majority of waste was
generated by 3M. He also indicated that SL. Paul Terminal Wareho e Conpany
mm@Mnmlm;%amKMHmrTmmmmrLchJtmaiumfﬂU3ﬂw<hammdfbr
approximately one month until they acquired theid own site in Woodbury,

Minnzsota.

Avgust 19, 1980 - A letter of dnquiry went cut Lo officizls of Spe Center

Treangport, Inc. requesting information about the company's involvement with

the Onkdale dump.

September 12, 1980 ~ A general cownsel for Dpace Cenler, Inc. responded to

the Agency letter of request and indicated that St. Paul Termingl Warehousa

Company did use the Oakdale dump for waste disposal for epproximalely one year

in 1960. The letter aiso went on to state that the orily perty for which

company did disposal work was &M Company .

September 26, 1980 - A letter was sent out to one of Lhe property owners
requesting that he propose a ground water monitoring program for the disposal
site and submit it to the Agency by October 31, 1980. A copy of the letler

atter

i

sent sto the property owner was also addressed to 3M along with a cover
which indicated that the Agency's request to the properiy owner does not

absolve 3M from any responsibility relating to the Oakdale dump site.

October 1, 1980 - An interview was conducted with a former employee of the
Dakdale dump operator who worked at the site during the 19508, The emplovee
told of past disposal practices that occurred at the site whioh included the

burying of SS5-gatlon druns of chemical wastes that originated from =M.

Oetober 1, 1980 - Bill Hemming (the original complairant) in contaztoed

Agency stad T to discuss the OQaldale dum site and proved seme additional

information concerning the dump site.

Ccteober 3, 1980 - The Mirmesota Geological Survey was contacted to obtain
Information concerning the wells that have been logged near the Oakdale chmp
site.

October 6, 1980 - A member of the Agency's staff met with a Washington

a3

County official and a former 3M amployee who worked for M for 21 years The .-

AL .

3M employee also has lived near the Qakdale dump site for the past 40 VERPS S

and was involved in the containerizing of the waste Ehat “went bo e O
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E g HERRON Wi SOy b
durmp . The OM employee wes Lhe st to reveal thal there were two seporote
disposal sites located in close proximity Lo one mnolher (confirmation of this

: 3

report was obtained during the site inspection). OM's woshos also were disposed

of ot this s

OcLober &, 1980 -~ Wolecr

e Lrom Onkdale ity well nurbers 0 oand 4 vrere
toien.  Also three private residentinl wells were sapled.  (Samplos now in

of Minnesota Health Department,

October @, 1980 - ‘'lhree additional water somples were baker from privibe
residential wells just south of Cakdale dipp. { Banp riow in cus of

Minmesola Healch Departmont, )

October 9-10, 1980 - Located MDOT construcbLicn cnsineer and ingpecbor who

worked on the Highwey

7

profoct. Tnspocebor rocallod WNCOVETLNE N rous

londrums containing liguid waste. lle contieled 24 Sor

nieyr Lo contents of drimn BOb sees bven] te pves g Devanes wrrn o

ol along Highway right-ol-way and covered over

Ootober 13, 1980 - The DUW rogue

tolmwe from Lhe Gronod

i

Water Section in the Division of Waber Quatity concerning thoe potent

80U

water problem that may ocour as bhe pesadd @ ol chemical wasitoe being

disposed of at the Oukdale dump site.,

“Detober 13, 1980 - A moeting was held with all known parties involved in
aq |

the Oakdale dunp site, including representatives of local government, major

waste generators, transporters and private E.emd owners.  The meeting was

held Lo set in molion action that

be e

ential in evaluabing and
correcting probleoms that may exist al the Oakdale dunp

site.

October 21, 1080 ~ A menber of the Agency

stalf met with merbers of the Oakdale

City Counsel to updale thom on the Apeney irwvestigation concepni ng the Qakdale

dump site. The Oakdale counsel was alsno informed of the future formation of

hl

“the task force who will be responsible in estabhlishi ng guidelines For the major

soil, surface and rround water study for the Onkdnle imp site,

LI. Discussion:

At the present time, the staff of the Mi Innesota

Polliution Control Agency
(MPCA) has 1o def‘init;ﬁ.on of the scope of the problem

that exists as a2 reault

of the Owmsdale dump site. There is an uncertainty as to how the conterts of
the subject disposal site have chinged willh Lime.  Therer ore, the Agoncy staflf
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Cground water study.  This type of research by the Attorney General!

' hauled to the Oakdale site and present properby owners

- .- i

is in the process of establishing guidelines Tor o major soil, surfaco mnd
. ~

3
ground water study for the Cokdale dunp =ite. In the neeting of Cctoher 13

T80, 1L was peners

A1y apreed by il involved porbios that Lhe siody o

necessary and that a task force would be seb wp o worlk oub the pre

puldelines of the study. The participalbion of most of the potentially

responsible parties in this comnittee is, ’k‘m«;czvgz‘, in guestion at

The Agency will be sending oub o formal request to all cor Les
aaking Uhem Lo provide Individuals thab will be able bo provide
assistance in proposing the ground walor wy .

burdng the time of the study the Agency's investipation will continue

cand - the Agency will be asking 3M to further identif y the wastes Uil wore

disposed of at the site.

The Attorney GCeneral's staff will be rosearchin

during the time the task force works out the conditions for the soil and

is necessary because the waste gererator never owned, operated or directly

5 did rnot own the propertv
ab N,hcd time disposal took place,
. The Minnesota Department of Public Health is now developing a well water

sanpling program which will include sampling and enalyzing both mnicipal and

residential wells surroundding the Diect disposal site. The information
that will be obtained from this sampling program will aid Agency staflf in
deﬁémwiming the magnitude of the potentii.:xl. problem that the Qakdale disposal
Csite gencrates.  The Mirmesota Health ulment is

also talking resporsibility

fov heallh velated problems that may swisce in the murdce | pal water supply as

the result of the Oakdale dump site.
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